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the Catholic peasant of the old days who was given
the consolations of a hereafter. I venture to
maintain, however, that in the integrity, courage,
and righteousness of Governor Sancho all the
essential characteristics of our brave soldiers are
already to be found. Cervantes knew that when
the proletariat assume the burdens of responsibility
upon their own shoulders, they grow in stature and
can rule more effectively than any duke.

Other writers have compared Don Quixote to the
intellectual of the present day. Such a comparison
lays an enormous responsibility upon us. If it be
true that writers, according to Stalin's famous words,
are the engineers of the soul, then we must exact
from ourselves a quality of mathematical precision
if we are to live up to this definition.

" Vigilance, vigilance, and still more vigilance,"
is another of our great leader Stalin's watchwords.
Sometimes a doctor who is combating an epidemic
is the first to become infected with the bacilli of
the disease. Let us guard against all contamination.
We have had enough of what a French writer has
called " la trahison des clercs " ; enough of mech-
anical proceedings and of the complacency of
labels. Our purpose must never be merely to follow
in the footsteps of journalists and orators. We have
our own clearly defined duty: to deepen the
significance of the Homeric struggle in which to our